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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 


92-10 
Challenge '92 SEED Option to get $3 million increase 


Ottawa, March 18, 1992 -- The Honourable Pierre H. 
Cadieux, Minister of State for Youth, Fitness and 
Amateur Sport, today announced that funding for the 
Challenge '92 SEED option (Summer Employment/Experience 
Development) will be strengthened by $3 million. 

- Funding for the remaining four Challenge program 


options will be kept at last year's levels. 


"Through the SEED option we want to encourage 
as many employers as we can from all sectors to create 
as many student employment opportunities as possible 


this summer" Minister Cadieux said. rw ee 
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As part of the 1992 Challenge budget, SEED 
(Summer Employment/Experience Development), which pays 
wage subsidies to employers for hiring students, will 
receive $83 million compared to $80 million last year. 
The deadline date for receipt of employer applications 


for SEED has been extended to April 3, 1992. 


"By encouraging as many employers as possible 
to create student jobs and sponsor on-the-job learning, 
SEED makes a strong investment in Canada's future work 


force" added Minister Cadieux. 


Allocations for the remaining four Challenge 
programs include: for the network of Canada Employment 
Centres for Students and the Native Internship Program 
($12 million), Student Business Loans ($.9 million) and 


Business Drive for Jobs ($.8 million). 


In making the announcement, Minister Cadieux 
also indicated that the Work Orientation Workshop 
projects, previously funded as an option under 
Challenge, are now funded directly as part of the 
programs and services component of the Stay-in-School 


inbeiacive: 


A backgrounder on the Challenge '92 program 
is attached. 
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For information contact: 


Michéle La Roche 

Press Secretary 

Office: of the Minister of State for Youth 
(819) 994-2424 


Yvan Clermont 

Public Affairs Branch 

Employment and Immigration Canada 
(ao 953-13 ii 


Backgrounder: Challenge '92 


Challenge, which was established in 1985, is the federal 
government's summer student employment program. It is designed 
to help students find summer employment and to give them 
practical work experience that will ease their transition from 
school to work. Challenge encourages employers to create jobs 
and sponsor on-the-job learning experiences for the young people 
who constitute Canada's future labour force. 


Like other federal employment programs, Challenge focuses on 
assisting those who have the most problems in the labour market. 
Emphasis has therefore been placed on helping high school 
students, who traditionally have the most difficulty in finding 
summer employment, as well as potential and recent high school 
dropouts who risk a lifetime of employment problems. 


Challenge '92 program options are outlined below. 


Lag Summer Employment/Experience Development (SEED) 


SEED provides wage subsidies to employers to create summer 
jobs which help prepare students for their future labour 
market participation. Where possible, this initiative 
complements provincial and territorial student employment 
programs, a co-operative process begun in 1985. 


The SEED program is divided into two streams: one for high 
school students, for jobs starting in late June or early 
July; the second for college and university students, for 
jobs normally starting in May. 


In 1991, high school students accounted for 38.3 per cent of 
SEED participants whereas post-secondary students accounted 
for 61.7 per cent of participants. The 1992 program will 
continue to target high school students, who have a higher 
summer unemployment rate than post-secondary students. 
Regional student unemployment rates are taken into account 
when allocating funds. 


In 1992, SEED will again encourage the creation of 
employment opportunities relating to the federal 
government's social priorities in the areas of literacy, 
drug and alcohol abuse, AIDS education, the environment and 
urban crime. As well, this year's program continues to 
encourage the hiring of visible minorities, aboriginal and 
disabled young people, and the creation of activities 
designed for these groups. 


Student Business Loans 


This option helps student entrepreneurs create their own 
summer jobs, through an interest-free loan up to $3,000 to 
manage and operate their own small business. In 1985, the 
first year Student Business Loans were offered, 101 loans 
were approved and 229 summer jobs created. In 1991, 861 
loans were approved, providing summer jobs for 2,093 
students. 


The Student Business Loans program operates in Newfoundland, 
Quebec, Manitoba, Saskatchewan, Alberta, Yukon and the 
Northwest Territories, and is administered and delivered by 
the Federal Business Development Bank in association with 
the Royal Bank of Canada and the National Bank of Canada. 


Business Drive for Jobs 


The Business Drive for Jobs is a collaborative effort by 
business organizations and firms to challenge the private 
sector to create summer jobs for students without using 
government wage subSidies. In 1991, 27 projects were funded 
across Canada compared to 22 in 1990. 


The Canadian Manufacturers' Association, the Canadian 
Chamber of Commerce and the Retail Council of Canada work in 
partnership with the federal government to promote the 
hiring of students during the summer. The Business Drive 
for Jobs includes a promotional campaign by these three 
business organizations to their member businesses. The BDJ 
this year welcomes the Conseil du patronat du Québec as a 
new partner. 


Canada Employment Centres for Students (CECs-S) 


There are approximately 420 student placement offices across 
Canada. Open during the summer months (usually from May to 
August), these offices help students find jobs and help 
employers locate workers. The CECs-S offer a free vacancy 
listing service for employers and a free placement service 
for students. Group information sessions on job search 
techniques as well as resume writing skills are amongst the 
services offered by CECs-S. In 1991, the CEC-S recorded more 
than 220,000 student placements across Canada. In addition, 
the CECs-S conducted group information sessions for more 
than 80,000 participants. (In Alberta, these centres are 
known as Hire-A-Student (HAS) Offices; in Manitoba, they are 
called Student/Youth Employment Centres. ) 


Di 


Native Internship Program 


This program option creates employment opportunities within 
Employment and Immigration Canada (EIC) offices to meet the 
career and vocational interests of Aboriginal students. The 
work experience is designed to enhance the job-search skills 
of participants and to expose them to the public service as 
a career option by developing their knowledge of EIC 
services in particular and the federal government in 
general. 


Challenge and the Stay-In-School Initiative 


In light of the country's alarming 30 percent high school 
dropout rate, Challenge '92 will maintain a strong link to 
the national Stay-In-School initiative. 


The programs and services offered under the Stay-in-School 
initiative for youth at risk of dropping out of school are 
delivered under the START option of the Canadian Jobs 
Strategy's Job Entry. 


The START option was operationally streamlined this fiscal 
year to include programs modelled after WOW projects, the 
Work Orientation Workshops formerly offered as an option 
under the Challenge program. As a result of this 
operational enhancement total funding availability for 
elibible ~sponsors stands at) S$ 53.7 midjlion. 
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Digitized by the Internet Archive 
in 2024 with funding from 
University of Toronto 


https://archive.org/details/31/61118900133 
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